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India-Australia defence ties gain fresh
momentum ahead of high-level Army visit

There are clear signs that
India-Australia ties are on an
upward trajectory. The
Australian Army Chief is due
to visit India for a second
time in his tenure. Lt General
Simon Stuart, AO, DSC, had
last visited India as part of
the Indo-Pacific Army Chiefs’
Conference in 2023, and he
wi ll be here again from
August 10-15.

The visit was preceded by
a host of top officials
meeting with the political
leadership, including Deputy
Prime Minister and Defence
Minister Richard Marles, who

was in Delhi in June to mark
the fifth anniversary of the
A u s t r a l i a - I n d i a
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership. This was
fol lowed by Austral ian
Foreign Minister Penny Wong
meeting with External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar at the
Quad Foreign Ministers’
meeting in Washington on
July 1, 2025. Alongside all
this are military exercises to
be held in October this year.

Focus on Land Warfare
Studies

The Army Chief is here on
a high-level visit to cement

these burgeoning relations
with an interaction with his
counterparts in Delhi. Among
his other engagements, he
will sign a Memorandum of
Understanding with the
Centre for Land Warfare
Studies, New Delhi, which
will establish cooperation
with the Australian Army
Research Centre to study
emerging warfare strategies
in a world where war and
conflict, both conventional
and unconventional, seem to
be the norm rather than the
exception, with Europe and
the Middle East in flames.

The two countries had
signed a “Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership” in
2020, which has only now
begun to take off, wi th
bilateral visits and armed
forces interactions rising
significantly.

The Australian Army
Research Centre (AARC)
was established in mid-2016.
It was earlier called the Land
Warfare Studies Centre. It
sits as a Directorate within
the Army’s Future Land
Warfare Branch in the Land
Capability Division of Army
Headquarters. It is therefore
the exact counterpart of the
Indian think tank that is also
placed under the aegis of the
Indian Army Headquarters.
Both centres aim at deep
research into the
employment and
modernisation of the Army,
in keeping with the country’s
core interests. Both critically
contribute to the Army’s
understanding of the future
character of war and the
advancement of land power
through a number of
ini tiat ives, including
encouraging scholarship
within the Army and fostering
a dynamic understanding of
the neighbourhood and
beyond.

That Grey Zone Field
Of particular interest to

both wi ll be grey zone
operations, which refer to a
whole spectrum of
adversarial  act ivit ies
involving both state and non-
state actors, falling between
traditional war and peace. It
is marked by ambiguous,
incremental, deniable and
often non-attributable tactics
designed to achieve strategic
objectives without triggering
a conventional mi litary
response.

These include
cyberattacks, disinformation
campaigns, economic
coercion, pol itical
subversion, use of proxy
forces, and maritime militia
operations. India faces this
from various countries but
primarily Pakistan and China,
while Australia has seen a
gradual rise in the size and
nature of such operations
from China. For instance, in
February, three Chinese
naval vessels carried out
live-fi re exercises in
international waters in the
Tasman Sea before
continuing their navigation
around the Australian
continent.

Later, the dual-purpose
vessel Tan Suo Yi Hao
travel led west along
Australia’s southern
coastline. Both countries,
however, have reached out
to Beijing in an effort to mend
ties, with Prime Minister
Albanese in Beijing recently,
and President Xi noting that
ties with Australia have
“turned around”. India’s
Jaishankar was similarly in

China recently, where he
met his counterpart Wang Yi.

Quite apart from the fact
that both countries are part
of the Quad — the grouping
which includes India,
Australia, the US and Japan
— both are also engaged in
purely bilateral mi litary
exercises. In mid-July, India,
along with 18 other nations,
took part in Talisman Sabre
2025, a major bilateral
military drill led by Australia.
Now in its 11th iteration, this
is  the largest and most
sophisticated warfighting
exercise ever conducted in
Australia, according to the
Department of Defence,
Australia. The exercise unites
more than 35,000 military
personnel from 19 nations.

Then there is
AUSTRAHIND, held last year
and now planned again in
late 2025. According to
government sources, the aim
of the exercise is to enhance
interoperabil ity in the
conduct of joint sub-
conventional operations in
semi-urban environments in
semi-desert terrain, most
importantly under Chapter
VII of the UN mandate. In
other words, these drills are
for actions under the UN
mandate, thus not aimed at
any other country. All of this
is supplemented by
agreements like the Mutual
Logistics Support
Agreement, which helps
streamline logistical support
during joint exercises and
humanitarian missions.
There is also the air-to-air
refuelling pact concluded last
year. Both these extend the
operational reach of each.

Bureaucracies Set the
Stage

In mid-March, the 9th
edition of India-Australia
Defence Policy Talks was
held, preceded by talks at
ministerial and secretary
levels. The discussions
focused on cooperat ion
priorities including maritime
domain awareness,
reciprocal information
sharing, industry and science
and technology collaboration,
and exercises and
exchanges including
deployments from each
other’s territories. Australia
now designates India as a
“Top-tier Defence Partner”,
which fleshes out the
original intent of the Strategic
Partnership.

All of this is part and
parcel of traditional military
diplomacy, often underrated
earlier in India. In recent
times, however, the military
has been encouraged to
increase its outreach, with
more defence attaché posts
established across the world,
including in Poland and,
significantly, new posts in
Armenia and the Philippines,
with the former now the
focus for defence exports
from India.
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…e.ykR.ƒe. y{ËkðkË
…rh[Þ
{æÞ«Ëuþ™k ƒuŒw÷ rsÕ÷k™k

¾uzqŒ „wœw zkut„hu yuf þktŒ ¢ktrŒ™u -
yuf ‚{Þ™kt òzk Äk™™kt ƒes™u
«urhŒ fhe hÌkk Au. yuf ð¾Œ Wßsz
s{e™™k t ƒe™ W…òW xwfzk™ku
‚k{™ku fhe hnu÷k „wœw™wt ™‚eƒ íÞkhu
ƒË÷kE „Þwt ßÞkhu Œu MÚkkr™f f]r»k
rð¼k„ îkhk ykÞk ursŒ ¾uz qŒ
Œk÷e{ þk¤k{kt „Þku. ynet Œuýu
…nu÷e ðkh òzk Äk™ rðþu ‚kt¼éÞwt.
Œu™u ¾ƒh …ze fu r{÷uxT‚ ƒË÷kŒk
nðk{k™™ku ‚k{™ku fhe þfu Au,
ykuAk R™…wx™e sYh …z u  A u,
ykuAk ‚{Þ{kt W„kze þfu Au y™u
÷„¼„ Œ{k{ «fkh™e s{e™{kt

‚khe heŒu y™wfq÷™ fhe þfu Au.
hk»xÙeÞ f]r»k  rðfk‚ Þkus™k

(RKVY)™k yk ™ðk ¿kk™ y™u
‚{Úko™ ‚kÚku, „wœwyu «Þku„ fhðk™wt
™¬e fÞwO. Œuýu Œu™e …zŒh s{e™™k
yuf nuõxh …h fkuËku (fwxfe) ƒkshe
W„kzðk™w t  ™¬e fÞw O . «kË urþf
yrÄfkheyku™k {k„oËþo™ nuX¤,
Œuýu nhku¤ ¾uŒe suðe ykÄwr™f
Œf™efk u y…™kðe. Úkk uz k
yXðkrzÞk{kt s …rhðŒo™ Ëu¾kE
ykÔÞwt.

„wœw™k …kf{kt 12 rõðLx÷ fkuËku
òzk Äk™™wt Wí…kË™ ÚkÞw t. Œu™w t
Wí…kË™ ðuåÞk …Ae, Œuýu {kºk yuf
nuõxh{ktÚke 10,000™ku ™Vku fÞkuo.
ykðf™e ‚kÚku, Œu™u ykí{rðïk‚

…ý {éÞku nŒku.
f]r»k yrÄfkheyku™e r™Þr{Œ

{w÷kfkŒku VõŒ xufr™f÷ {k„oËþo™
fhŒkt ðÄw ‚krƒŒ ÚkE. Œu{ýu Œu{™u
«Þk u„ku  fhŒk hnuðk™e ®n{Œ
yk…e, Œu{™u fkƒor™f ¾kŒh™ku
W…Þku„ fuðe heŒu fhðku Œu þe¾ÔÞwt
y™u Œu{™u ƒŒkÔÞwt fu r{÷uxT‚ ¾uŒh
y™u ¾uzqŒ ƒt™u {kxu ÷ktƒk „k¤k™ku
Wfu÷ fuðe heŒu ƒ™e þfu Au.

Œu{™e ‚V¤Œkyu „k{™wt æÞk™
¾utåÞwt Au. MÚkkr™f ¾uzqŒku nðu ykuAe
V¤ÿw… yÚkðk ykuAe W…Þk u„e
s{e™ …h r{÷uxT‚ W„kzðk™w t
rð[khe hÌkk Au. ½ýk ÷kufku Œu™e
ykrÚkof ûk{Œk W…hktŒ Œu™k MðkMÚÞ
÷k¼ku rðþu …ý ò„]Œ ÚkE hÌkk Au.

„wœw™wt WËknhý ƒŒkðu Au fu fuðe
heŒu òýfkh ‚nkÞ y™u xfkW
…ØrŒyku ðkMŒrðf ‚wÄkhk ÷kðe þfu
Au, Œu s{e™ …h …ý su yuf ‚{Þu
yÔÞðnkÁ {k™ðk{kt ykðŒe nŒe.

©e yÒk Œhefu òýeŒk r{÷uxT‚,
™k™k Ëkýkðk¤k y™ks™wt yuf sqÚk
Au. su Œu{™k y‚kÄkhý …ku»ký y™u
y™wfq÷™ûk{Œk {kxu {qÕÞðk™ Au.
¼khŒ™e rð™tŒe …h, ‚tÞwõŒ hk»xÙ
{nk‚¼kyu 2023™k ð»k o™u
yktŒhhk»xÙeÞ r{÷uxT‚ ð»ko Œhefu
ònuh fÞwO, su{kt ¾kuhkf y™u …ku»ký
‚whûkk{k t  r{÷uxT‚™w t  {níð
Mðefkhðk{k t ykÔÞw t . r{÷uxT‚
«kuxe™, rðxkr{™ y™u ¾r™skuÚke
‚{]Ø Au y™u fwËhŒe heŒu ø÷wxu™-
{wõŒ Au. Œu{kt ø÷kÞfur{f RLzuõ‚
ykuAku Au, su Œu™u zkÞkrƒxe‚ y™u
‚ur÷Þkf hku„Úke …erzŒ ÷kufku {kxu
Þk uøÞ ƒ™kðu A u. Œu™k …k u»kf
„wýÄ{kuo Œu™u ½ô y™u [ku¾k fhŒkt
©uc ƒ™kðu Au, su™k fkhýu Œu™u
"…kirüf y™ks" fnuðk{kt ykðu
Au.

¼khŒ nk÷{k t rðï{k t
r{÷uxT‚™ku ‚kiÚke {kuxku Wí…kËf Au,
su ðirïf Wí…kË™{kt 38.4% Vk¤ku
yk…u Au (FAO, 2023). ykuAk{kt
yk uAk ¾[u o  W„kzðk™e y™u
ykƒk unðk …rhðŒo™™k u ‚k{™ku
fhðk™e Œu™e ûk{Œkyu Œu™u ¾uzqŒku
{kxu xfkW rðfÕ… y™u Ëuþ™k ¾kã
ƒkMfux™ku yuf {níð…qýo ¼k„
ƒ™kÔÞku Au. sw÷kE 2025 ‚wÄe{kt,
¼khŒu  2024-25{k t  fw÷
180.15 ÷k¾ x™ r{÷uxT‚
Wí…kË™™ku ÷ûÞktf nkt‚÷ fÞkuo Au,
su „Þk ð»ko fhŒkt 4.43 ÷k¾ x™
ðÄw Au. yk ‚ŒŒ ð]rØ rðrðÄ f]r»k-
ykƒkunðk rðMŒkhku{kt r{÷uxT‚™e
¾uŒe™u «kuí‚kn™ yk…ðk™k Ëuþ™k
furLÿŒ «Þk‚ku™u «rŒ®ƒrƒŒ fhu Au.

ƒsux y™u ™erŒ ‚nkÞ
¼khŒ ‚hfkhu  r{÷uxT‚™u

«kuí‚kn™ yk…ðk {kxu ƒsux y™u
™erŒ {k¤¾k™u ‚ŒŒ {sƒqŒ
ƒ™kÔÞwt Au, su™u nðu ©e yÒk Œhefu
yku¤¾ðk{kt ykðu Au. yk Vk¤ðýe
¾uŒeÚke ÷E™u «r¢Þk, r™fk‚ y™u
‚tþkuÄ™ ‚wÄe ‚{„ú {qÕÞ þ]t¾÷k{kt
Vu÷kÞu÷e Au.

1. ¾uŒe {kxu ‚nkÞ
hk»xÙeÞ ¾kã ‚whûkk y™u …ku»ký

r{þ™ (NFSNM) îkhk r{÷uxT‚™e
¾uŒe™u ‚{Úko™ yk…ðk{kt ykðu Au,
su y„kW hk»xÙeÞ ¾kã ‚whûkk r{þ™
(NFSM) Œhefu yku¤¾kŒwt nŒwt.

hk»xÙeÞ ¾kã ‚whûkk r{þ™ -
…ku»kýÞwõŒ y™ks

r{÷uxT‚™k Wí…kË™™u «kuí‚kn™
yk…ðk {kxu, f]r»k y™u ¾uzqŒ fÕÞký
rð¼k„ hk»xÙeÞ ¾kã ‚whûkk r{þ™
nuX¤ …ku»ký y™ks …h yuf …uxk-
r{þ™ [÷kðe hÌkwt Au, su{kt swðkh,
ƒkshe, hk„e/{tzwyk y™u fwxfe,
fkuzku, Íkt„kuhk, fkt„™e, [e™k suðk
™k™k r{÷uxT‚™ku ‚{kðuþ ÚkkÞ Au.
yk …nu÷ 28 hkßÞku  y™u ƒu
fuLÿþkr‚Œ «Ëuþku, yux÷u fu sB{w y™u
fk~{eh y™u ÷Æk¾™u ykðhe ÷u Au.

¼khŒ ‚hfkh hkßÞku™u Œu{™e
sYrhÞkŒku  y™u «kÚkr{fŒkyk u
y™w‚kh «Äk™{tºke hk»xÙeÞ f]r»k

©uc ¼khŒ {kxu ©e yÒk: r{÷uxT‚™kt {kæÞ{Úke ¼khŒ™u ‚þõŒ ƒ™kððwt
rðfk‚ Þkus™k (PM RKVY)
‚wÄe …nku t[ðk™e …ý {tsqhe yk…u
Au. hkßÞ MŒheÞ {tsqhe ‚r{rŒ™e
{tsqheÚke hkßÞku yk Þkus™k nuX¤
©e yÒk Œhefu yku¤¾kŒk ƒhAx
y™ks y™u ƒkshe™ku «[kh fhe
þfu Au. yk ‚r{rŒ™wt ™uŒ]íð hkßÞ™k
{wÏÞ ‚r[ð fhþu.

…ku»kýÞwõŒ y™ks W…-r{þ™
nuX¤, ¾uzqŒku™u Œu{™k ‚tƒtrÄŒ
hkßÞ yÚkðk fuLÿþkr‚Œ «Ëuþ îkhk
‚nkÞ {¤u A u. yk ‚nkÞ{k t
‚wÄkhu÷e f]r»k …ØrŒyku, Wå[ W…s
yk…Œe òŒku y™u nkRrƒúz ƒes™wt
Wí…kË™ y™u rðŒhý y™u ykÄwr™f
f]r»k {þe™he y™u ‚t‚kÄ™ ‚thûký
‚kÄ™ku™ku W…Þku„ Ëþkoððk {kxu
õ÷Mxh «Ëþo™ku™ku ‚{kðuþ ÚkkÞ Au.
¾uzqŒku™u fkÞoûk{ …kýe-W…Þku„
W…fhýku, Akuz ‚thûký …„÷kt,
{kxe ykhkuøÞ R™…wxT‚ y™u rðrðÄ
…kf «ýk÷eyk u  …h Œk÷e{
yk…ðk{kt …ý {ËË fhðk{kt ykðu
Au.

yk r{þ™ {kxu ÔÞk…f Vk¤ðýe
f]r»k WÒkrŒ Þkus™k™ku yuf ¼k„ Au,
su™ku ™kýkfeÞ ¾[o 2025-26
{kxu 8,000 fhkuz Au.

¾uzqŒku™u «Äk™{tºke hk»xÙeÞ f]r»k
rðfk‚ Þkus™k (PM RKVY)
îkhk …ý ‚nkÞ {¤u Au, su …kf
ðirðæÞfhý™u «kuí‚kn™ yk…u Au
y™u 2025-26 {kxu 8,500
fhkuz™wt ƒsux Au.

2. «ku‚u®‚„ y™u {qÕÞ þ]t¾÷k
‚…kuxo

a) {kR¢k u  Vqz «k u‚u®‚„
yuLxh«kRÍ™w t  …eyu{ -
Vku{o÷kRÍuþ™ (PM FME)

«Äk™{tºke ‚qû{ ¾kã «r¢Þk
‚kn‚ku™wt yki…[krhfhý (PM-
FME) Þkus™k r{÷uxT‚ ykÄkrhŒ
Wí…kË™ku ‚kÚku ‚tf¤kÞu÷k yuf{ku
‚rnŒ ‚qû{ ¾kã «r¢Þk yuf{ku™u
÷rûkŒ ‚nkÞ …qhe …kzu Au.

2025-26 {kxu yk Þkus™k
{kxu 2,000 fhkuz™e Vk¤ðýe
fhðk{kt ykðe Au.

b) r{÷uxT‚ ykÄkrhŒ Wí…kË™ku
{kxu  Wí…kË™ ‚kÚk u  sk uzkÞu÷
«kuí‚kn™ (PLISMBP)

r{÷uxT‚ ykÄkrhŒ Wí…kË™ku
{kxu  Wí…kË™ ‚kÚk u  sk uzkÞu÷
«kuí‚kn™ Þkus™k (PLISMBP)
™e[u™k™u «kuí‚kn™ yk…ðk {kxu
þY fhðk{kt ykðe nŒe:

ƒúkLzuz huze-xw-Ex (RTE) y™u
huze-xw-fwf (RTC) Wí…kË™ku{kt
r{÷uxT‚™k u W…Þku„ «k uí‚krnŒ
fhðk.

MÚkkr™f y™u r™fk‚ ƒòhku ƒt™u
{kxu Œu{™k Wí…kË™™u xufku yk…e™u
r{÷uxT‚ ykÄkrhŒ ¾kã Wí…kË™ku™k
{qÕÞðÄo™™u «kuí‚kn™ yk…ðk.

y™ks™e Wí…kË™ {k t„
ðÄkhe™u r{÷uxT‚ Wí…kËfku™u Vqz
«ku‚u‚‚o ‚kÚku skuzðk.

Þkus™k™k ½xfku
ðu[ký ð]rØ ‚kÚk u ‚tf¤kÞu÷

«kuí‚kn™: ‚n¼k„eykuyu ykÄkh
ð»k o{k t  …kºk r{÷uxT‚ ykÄkrhŒ
Wí…kË™ku™k ðu[ký{kt ykuAk{kt
ykuAe 10% ðkr»kof ð]rØ nkt‚÷
fhðe ykð~Þf Au.
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